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Reflection on the Istafahan Bowl.
The Symbol of Istafahan Bowl
The Istafahan Bowl, a narrative by Peter Matthiessen, is one of the most fascinating and thought-provoking narratives in our modern societies. As evident, the narrative is featured with attention seeking and clearly presented ideas, an aspect which makes the story distinct from other narratives. Matthiessen’s ideas are clearly presented amid sentences and paragraphs, and he complements this effect with a good word choice and stylistic devices to give the story a deeper meaning. 
In response to the study question, the narrator (Peter Matthiessen) presents the Istafahan Bowl as the most beautiful bowl in the context of Geneva which was developed in the thirteenth century. According to Matthiessen, the Istafahan Bowl is a bowl featured with seven well-designed thin black fishes presented in a calligraphic design on an old white and pale blue colors, features which make it appear to float in the hands like an old leaf (Matthiessen, 2019). Despite the material significance of the Istafahan Bowl, the narrator finds it too expensive and a worthwhile gift for his loved one. 
In this narrative, the author tries to attach a deeper meaning to the Istafahan Bowl, by using it as a symbol in his stylistic devices. In this story, the narrator uses Istafahan Bowl as a symbol of a new beginning. From a literal analysis, the Istafahan Bowl appears as a symbol of hope for a bright future amid the narrator and D, since they were set to make new encounters from the very raw edges of their journey of love. In this context, the Istafahan Bowl shares the meaning of love and affection amid the two parties. More importantly, Istafahan Bowl serves as a symbol to the beginning of new life; that is, after D’s birthday. Herein, the Istafahan Bowl was set to serve a symbol of a new and prosperous year in D’s life although this ideation seems to backfire after series of quarrelsome encounters amid the two actors in that material day and afterwards. In D’s late stages of illness, the Istafahan Bowl is signifying a new beginning by paving the way reconciliation amid the two friends by letting D realize that the narrator’s love to her was not just a pity for her situation. In the late stages of the story, the Istafahan Bowl seems to change its symbolic meaning from a “new beginning” to a throne of flashbacks in the actor’s life encounters. “I remembered the Istafahan Bowl.”
Argument.
In my conviction, the “Istafahan Bowl” story by Peter Matthiessen is an accurate reflection of the life of many in contemporary society. As such, it signifies many incidences of issues that people encounter with their spouses. From a stylistic perspective, the story can be viewed as a breakthrough toward the effective use of symbolism as well as its significance in developing appealing narratives with a logical presentation of ideas. As evident, Matthiessen complements his story with a worthwhile and multidimensional elaboration to the significance of symbolism. From this understanding, the author is able to produce an impact by attaching additional meaning to the Istafahan Bowl. Herein, he takes the Istafahan Bowl as a concrete substance and affixes it to quantify the image of a new beginning in every bit of encounters amid him and D. 
For that reason, it is quite apparent that symbolism is a paramount tool in every storyline. As such, it allows the author to convey a deeper meaning of an object to the audiences in a poetic style other than saying it right. For instance, in the story of the study, the narrator refers to the Istafahan Bowl every time he wants to connote a significant transition instead of referring to the change directly. I applaud Matthiessen’s effort for unfolding my thoughts in regard to the effectiveness of symbolism as a core stylistic device in every storyline.
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